[image: image1.jpg]unicom

www.switchingo



PRESS RELEASE 
November 2013

UNICOM GRANTS PARK COMMUNITY ACTION £500 WORTH OF FUNDING
Small business telecoms and utilities provider, Unicom, has awarded Sheffield based community charity, Park Community Action, £500 worth of much needed funding.

The funding has been provided by Unicom’s Community Support Scheme, which grants local community groups and charities with up to £500 to support projects that aim to improve the quality of life for local residents.

Following the recent re-launch of the scheme in the Sheffield area, in which Unicom has a regional office, a record number of applications were received with Park Community Action successfully securing the maximum amount of £500 in funding.

Park Community Action is a charity that provides support for the multi-ethnic members of the community, engaging them in positive activities including health and fitness, computer skills and skills for life, such as cookery classes.

The £500 funding will provide a ‘Cooking on a Budget’ course, giving residents the skills and knowledge to feed themselves and their family’s affordable and nutritious meals.

Feedback from the previous course was extremely positive with one participant saying “The healthy, wholesome meals were good and the budget setting definitely do-able. I would recommend the course to anyone. Another said “I really enjoyed the course and would like to do it again!”

Marie O’Grady who applied for the funding on behalf of Park Community Action said, “We are delighted to be receiving the funding, it means we can run the course! The cookery course was such a huge success last time we really wanted to do it again, giving others the opportunity to come and learn new skills. Once you learn to cook you have that skill for life and hopefully people will pass that skill down to their children. Feeding your children a nutritious meal is a challenge in itself for some parents, so when you factor in the small budget they have to work with it is even harder.”

Unicom employs over 500 people across 12 offices nationwide and is keen to support local community groups and organisations that improve the quality of life for residents close to its regional offices. The Community Support Scheme allows Unicom to do just that as the funding is awarded to projects that will have a long term benefit in its surrounding community.
For more information on Park Community Action please visit www.parkcommunityaction.org.uk 
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Unicom, a trading name of Universal Utilities Ltd, is a telecommunications service provider specialising in the small business market. It currently provides telecom, broadband, mobile and gas and electricity services to over 100,000 small businesses throughout the UK. Unicom has an annual turnover of £70m, and employs over 500 people across 12 regional offices situated around the UK with its Head Office based in Manchester. 
In 2009 Unicom became ISO 9001:2008 certified, as well as being awarded the Customer Service Excellence, Investors in People, Customer First and Carbon Trust certifications by independent assessors, all of which have been maintained up to date.  
Details of the Community Support Scheme 

· The scheme first started back in 2009 as a way for Unicom to recognise and reward community groups providing services that improve the quality of life for residents close to its regional offices.
· The Unicom Community Support Scheme grants financial awards to applicants it believes will truly benefit from and that truly make an impact in the local community.
· Applications must be from a group or organisation and not an individual.
· Projects typically awarded are those providing a long term benefit to the community in which they operate. One off events are not usually considered.  

·  Typical awards will be between £100 and £500. 
· Projects typically considered are those having a long term benefit for the communities in which they operate.
· Including sport, environmental and youth developments.
·  All applications are considered by a panel which meets twice yearly in May and November and priority will be given to first time applications ensuring all requests are dealt with fairly and equally. 
For case studies and information on who has previously been awarded through the Community Support Scheme www.switchingon.com/contact/community-support-scheme
